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Abstract

This study had three objectives: (1) to review rural changes for last 30 years of transitional period, (2) to
overview rural adult education practices in Korea, and (3) to draw task and direction of rural adult edu-
cation in the future. Meeting of rural adult education experts including two overseas scholars and most of
all intemal scholars and practitioners was made in late October, 1993 to intensively discuss on the
objectives of this study.

In the wake of rapid rural changes characterized by (1) sharp reduction of rural farm population, the
young in particular, (2) insecurization of rural family, (3) relative economic disadvantages, (4) lack of
farmers part in agri-business and agro-industry, (5) lack of competent ability of farm products in
globalizing market system, and (6) inconsistent agricultural policy, the rural adult education offered
mainly by the Rural Development Administration as an extension arm of the Government and
Non-government organizations such as the Ganaan Farmers School and Agricultural Cooperatives Leaders
Training Institute, have played considerably pivotal roles for farmers to adapt to the changing rural so-
ciety.

In order to strengthen the rural adult education, however, following tasks/directions are still in need to
improve and to initiate desirable changes:(1) development of education for rural people to be
self-directed in learning toward building welfare and self realization, (2) balanced rural adult education
programs between economic and non-economic sectors, (3) rural people’s participation in all courses of
education from planning to evaluation, (4) privatization and professionalization of rural adult education
organizations, (5) information services and system for a variety of rural adult education programs, (6) de-
velopment of more practical and participatory education programs, and (7) emphasis on sustainable
agriculture and environment protection.
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