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The Identity Problem of the Department of Agricultural Education
and Prospects for the Future Teaching Job Market
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Department of Agricultural Education, College of Agriculture, KonKuk University

3 2

In retrospect of the last thirty years, there has been a large influx of Korean society in the agricultural area. Ac-
cording to statistics, Korean population has increased 106% during the years. Like many industrialized countries, there
has also been a change in the ratio of urban population. Not only has the population changed but there was also
trends shifting from rural areas to urban areas to seek job markets and better schools. Due to the change of society,
labor market, and policies regarding agriculture agricultural education in college level has faced many difficulties.
Under circumstances, this study has focused on the urgent problems in the department of Agricultural education in
Korean universities. Thus a few facing problems have been pointed out and some recommandations are given as fol-
low:

First, the department of agricultural education would face a serious applicants shortage problem in the near future
due to the decrease of birth rate and non-popularity of the major area. As a measure to counter the decrease of
applicants for agricultural studies, and to single out qualified students in the educational goals special screens for
admissioning is needed to develop a seperate admission system for agricultural high school graduates.

Second, instead of the quantity of graduates the quality of the education must be focused on to come forward in
competitive agricultural graduates.

Third, the way curriculum designed and implemented must also changed. An agricultural education curriculum using
design-related problems that students carry through their courses from the freshman to senior year might be one-way
of providing students with the needed association between courses that to them appear unrelated.

Fourth, to seek high-tech agricultural areas such as agricultural environment studies or life science in relation to
agricultural fields, integrating current similar majors or departments in agricultural colleges is needed.

Last, most current difficulies stem from the indifference between departmental programs among the departments in

Korean Universities regarding the demands, activities, and values of the job market.
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